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Respect Students’ Expertise  

Let’s think… 

Do students really have learning problem? Or 
they just simply couldn’t connect with the school 
materials?  

By understanding and respect of  students’ life 
experience, teachers can design courses that are 
suitable for students.  

 



Respect Students’ Expertise  

What teachers can do… 

Develop “our” own texts   

Create a “Me Box”  

Make connection between students and the 

teaching materials. 



Books in the boxes are labeled with 
different color to indicate difficulty levels 

and number of  new words.  

Respect Students’ Expertise  



Write something that students can relate to. 

Respect Students’ Expertise  



“Do the most difficult problem first”!  

Teachers should put forward the most difficult 

subject for students to understand what is the 

“vision” of  learning.  

Create learning objectives that students can 

identify with. 



“Do the most difficult problem first”!  

Example: 5th graders’ freelance writing class  

Self  pick topic-telling their own stories 

No templates 

self-checklist  

Teacher read aloud some students’ work  

 

 



Self-checklist 

Structure 

Overall, Lead, 

Transitions, Ending, 

Organization 

Development 

Elaboration, Craft 

Language 

Conventions 

Spelling, Punctuation  

 

 

 

 



 

Set the goals for students. 

“Do the most difficult problem first”!  



Respect Student’s Learning Time  

Let students in different level apply different 

strategies. 

So students in the same class could complete 

learning contents/learning tasks according to 

their own learning paces.  

 



Respect Student’s Learning Time  

Group work – higher achievers can  scaffold 

slightly lower achievers 

Pulling out – apply different materials/learning 

process but try to reach similar competence 

 

 

 



Apply different materials for students in 

different level. 

Respect Student’s Learning Time  



Other Strategies 

 



During reading… 

There is 

something to 

infer… 

There is 

something to 

predict… 

Questions or 

wonderings… 

 





After reading… 

Text-based 

evidence 

Connection

 



Summary  

 

 

 



	

	

	



	

	

	



	 	




